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Why This Matters

e Gender-based violence (GBV) is a global crisis and a fundamental violation of human
rights. Not only does it undermine social cohesion and destabilize communities, but it
also perpetuates cycles of inequality.* Addressing GBV is crucial for improving public
health, promoting social justice, and fostering sustainable development and wellbeing.?

e One of the strategic ways governments address GBV comprehensively, i.e., address
prevention, protection, and response mechanisms, is through National GBV Action
Plans.3

e National GBV Action Plans are critical for coordinating efforts across various sectors,
including law enforcement, healthcare, education, and social services. They also help
ensure accountability, track progress, and secure funding for long-term interventions.*
When national action plans are adequately resourced and effectively implemented,
governments can have stronger legal frameworks, increased support for survivors, and
greater societal awareness.®

e Given high rates of GBV across the Southern African region, in 2018, the Southern
African Development Community (SADC) Ministers responsible for gender equality and
women’s affairs approved a new strategy: the SADC Regional Strategy and Framework
of Action for Addressing Gender Based Violence (2018—2030).5 It is meant to provide
guidance for the development of National Action Plans for countries in the Southern
African Region, as well as motivate a coordinated approach to addressing GBV in the

region.”
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¢ In Botswana, a SADC country, GBV prevalence is high. Nearly 70% of women
experience some form of GBV in their lifetime, based on measures of physical, sexual,
and/or emotional IPV and non-partner sexual violence.®

e Critical gaps exist in strategy on understudied and emergent forms of GBV in Botswana,
such as technology-facilitated GBV and intimate partner femicide, reflective of the
general lack of attention to these types of GBV. For example, limited legislation exists on
responses to online violence, or technology-facilitated GBV, which is not well understood
as a gender-based issue.® Further, intimate partner femicide, which is colloquially termed
‘passion killing,” is not widely monitored in Botswana, though newspaper reports provide
some information to reflect its prevalence.©

o Botswana needs a comprehensive, evidence-based approach to eliminate GBV,
including an acknowledgement of understudied and emergent forms of GBV such as
intimate partner femicide and technology-facilitated GBV. Botswana’s previous National
GBYV Strategy (2015-2020) has ended, providing a critical window for informing the
development of a new plan with improved scope.

Key Findings

The previous Botswana National GBV Strategy (2015-2020) had some gaps. A key notable gap in
the previous Botswana strategy is the lack of focus on understudied and emergent forms of GBV.
This gap results in lack of or limited programming and data collection of these forms of GBV. In this
regard, it is critical for the next national strategy to address or highlight the emergent forms of GBV
and encourage further research on these.

The SADC Regional GBV Strategy (2018-2023), which includes specific guidance on data
processing and research, can be used to inform the next Botswana National GBV strategy in
addressing understudied and emergent forms of GBV, as outlined below:
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Botswana National GBV Strategy SADC Regional GBV Strategy

(2015-2020): Gaps (2018-2030): Inputs

The strategy mentions the need for data on and  The strategy talks about Member States’

response to different forms of GBV; however, need for systematic and reliable data and

there are gaps in acknowledgment of diverse information on GBV to assess the extent of

forms of emergent and understudied GBV. violence and emergent forms of GBV

There is no direct articulation of prevention, It promotes multi-disciplinary research and

legal and/or judicial protection, or knowledge analysis on the structural causes of GBV and

management of technology-based facilitated its different types.

GBYV, including issues of online sexual

harassment, cyberstalking, revenge It calls for improved collection,

pornography, and image-based abuse (sharing harmonization, and use of administrative

intimate photos without consent). data from the police, health, and judiciary

sectors on diverse types of GBV.
The strategy mentions the legal implications of
the murder of women, as outlined in the
Domestic Violence Act, yet there are no
specific guidelines or references to femicide
specifically, including intimate partner femicide,
or how murders of women are gender based.

Action Steps

Based on the above review, recommendations for the next Botswana National GBV Strategy are as
follows:

e Outline key definitions: Define emergent and understudied forms of GBV, such as
technology-facilitated GBV and intimate partner femicide, and acknowledge their role in
overall GBV practice, prevention, and measurement strategies.

e Address data gaps: Strategically include support for research, data collection, and
analysis on emergent and understudied forms of GBV.

e Inform policy: Strategically collect and use data to inform policy on emergent and
understudied forms of GBV.

e Guide practice and services: Include guidance on prevention, response, and technical
capacity building for relevant stakeholders and service sectors in addressing emergent
and understudied forms of GBV.
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Methods

This analysis was a policy scoping review to provide recommendations for the next National
Botswana GBYV Strategy. First, GBV prevalence and challenges across the South African region and
Botswana were explored. Next, in-depth analysis was done on the National Strategy to Ending GBV
in Botswana, 2016—2020 accessed through the Botswana Ministry of Nationality, Immigration and
Gender Affairs archives. The different themes on GBV prevention, protection, care and support for
victims, capacity development, knowledge management, and GBV response coordination were
analyzed. This was analyzed in conjunction with the Botswana Domestic Violence Act (2008),1! an
act of parliament accessed through the Botswana e-laws website. Lastly, a thorough review was
conducted of the SADC Regional Strategy and Framework of Action for addressing Gender based
Violence,'? accessed through the SADC website.
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