


A. Focus Group Studies: Consent Form Language 
· A focus group is a small discussion group of people brought together to share thoughts on a specific topic.
· You may choose not to answer any question that we ask.  You may leave the discussion at any time.
· With your permission, the group session will be audio-recorded and transcribed.  The information on the tapes is confidential and only the study team members will listen to them.  The recordings will be destroyed after they have been transcribed.  If any member of the focus group does not wish to be audio-recorded, a member of the study team will take notes instead.
· [Collecting Community Norms]  We will ask you questions about how people who are like you [age, gender, work, etc.] think about [study topic].  We do not want you to tell us anything personal about yourself.  
· [Collecting Personal Information] All research projects carry some risk that information about you may become known to people outside a study.  Your name will not be attached to the personal information you give us or to any of the comments that you share during the group discussion.  The group discussions will be audio-recorded and transcribed; you will not be identified by name on the tape or in the transcript.  You may use a fake name during the discussion, and we ask that you not refer to other people by their true names.  What you say will be summarized along with what others say, so your name will not connect to what you have said.
· We do our best to protect your identity and comments made during the group discussion.  Comments made by others during the group discussion should not be discussed with people outside the group.  We cannot guarantee that participants will keep things confidential.



30Aug2016
